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“Teagasc, and other research providers, to develop measures such 
as improved grazing management practices, increase soil fertility 
and sward renewal to increase grass utilisation by 2t/ha on 
livestock farms.”



2017-2020



Objective

Achieve 10 grazing’s/paddock/year 

Utilising 10 tonnes grass DM/ha. 
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Why Grass???
 Reduced housing period

 Lower feed cost

 5 times Cheaper than Concentrates

 3 times Cheaper than Silage

National Average Grazing season 220 days

Target 280 – 300 days 
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Every additional ton of grass 

eaten/ha will increase profit on 

Drystock farms by 

€105/ha



Grass10: Where we are?
Drystock Farms

 Grass Utilised T DM/ha: 5.6 NFS Target :10 t DM/ha

 No. of grazings/pdk/yr: 5.1 PBI Target :10 grazings
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Soil Fertility Management

Irish Soils

65% soils require lime 

62% deficient in P

57% deficient in K



Grassland Management 



• Web based grassland management decision support tool 

• National Grassland Database 

• Farmer captures the data

• Core measurement is pre-grazing cover per paddock

• Tools include; Feed Budget, Summer Wedge & Planners



Grass Growth Curve



Grass Production 2017





Grass DM Production - Beef
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Grass DM Production - Sheep
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PastureBase Annual Tonnage Report
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Infrastructure: 

Setting up the farm to graze grass



Setting up the farm to graze grass

Block Grazing Strip Grazing Spokes of a wheel 

Grow in 3 Weeks, Graze in 3 Days
Increase:

• length of grazing season

• grass grown

• sward quality

• live-weight gain

• stocking rate



Grazing Management

Every extra grazing increases 

grass DM production by 1.5T 

DM/ha.













Reseeding: 

The road to new grass



Before

After



Sustainability
• Increase technical efficiency

• Improved fertiliser use

• Extended grazing season

• Spring slurry application











Grass10



Farm Walks 





Demonstrations











Training Courses



Grazing Coaches



Technical Development
 Manuals

 Grazing Tips

 Grass 10 Weekly Newsletter

 Video Clips

 Technical notes

 Articles







Programme of Grass10 Training

 Beef : Sheep: Dairy Advisor training

 60 Newest KT Advisors 

5 day Training Programme

• Soil Fertility

• Grassland Management

• Grazing Infrastructure

• Grass Measurement

• Reseeding



1. Delivering best 
practice

2. Building capacity

3. Building 
awareness

4. Setting standards

GRASS10

Conclusion: Grass10



Thank you

www.teagasc.ie/crops/grassland/grass10
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Grow More, 

Graze More, 

Earn More!


